Proximal aneurysms in association with arteriovenous malformations: do they resolve following obliteration of the malformation with stereotactic radiosurgery?
One-hundred consecutive patients were identified who had arteriovenous malformations (AVMs) treated by stereotactic radiosurgery (STRS) which were totally obliterated as shown by follow-up angiography. Of these cases, seven had intracerebral aneurysms at initial angiography, two of which were multiple. Five patients had saccular aneurysms at commonly recognized sites on the circle of Willis or main proximal cerebral arteries, while two patients had aneurysms on distal AVM feeder arteries in atypical sites (one saccular, one fusiform). Saccular aneurysms at typical sites were found to be unchanged in size following AVM obliteration. The significance of this finding in the management of patients who present with subarachnoid haemorrhage and who have both aneurysms and AVMs is discussed.